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PLEUROBEMA RUBRUM (RAFINESQUE, 1820)
Pink Piptoe; Pointed Pigtue

SYNONYMY :

Quadrula pyramidata (Lea, 1831). (Simpson, 1914 :888)

Pleurobema obliguum rubrum (Rafinesque, 1820). (Ortmann, 1919:84)

Pleurobema pyramidatum (Lea, 1831). (Ortwmann & Walker, 1922:24)

Qﬁgdradg;obliquarﬁ_(Raflnumquc, 1820) . (Fricruon, 1927.:52)

Pleurobema coccineum mississipplensis Baker, 1928. (F.C. Buker, 1G28:101)

CLASSIFICATION:

Family Unionidae (Fleming, 1828) Ortmann, 1911,
Subfamily Ambleminae (Rafinesque, 1820) Morrison, 1955,
Cenus Pleurobema Rafinesque, 187,

CHARACTERISTICS: Shell small to medium size, scalonc triangular, compressed
to sulbidnflated, solid; umbos very narrow, polated, diveeted antorforly,
sculpture concentric, nedulous; posterior ridye closcly approxfmates
Lifppeline, creating a very nurrow escutcheon; surface of dise distlacely
sulcate from umbo to ventral margin, perlostracum smocoth, lustrous,
yellowish brown to reddish brown, with diifusc green rays in youny
specimens; hinge lieavy, curved, cardinal teeth Leavy, lateral teeth
shorr, thicky wnacre pink, occaslonally white.

STMILAR SPLCIES: Pleurobema plenun (Lea, 1840) is Wghoer, asulcate
except old speclmens: umbews full, apposced: eucutohoeon wide, perios-
Ltracum clothlike, dull, fiﬁiﬂfﬁﬁmﬂ tordatum (Rafinesque, 1HZ0) iy
less ublique, has distincr, interrup?zd hrjght Bréch rays in younyg
specimens; nacre usually whice, Mleurobena sinroxia {Rafiuesque, 18203

is rounded, less oblique; asulcate; umbus apposed,

RANCE:  The range of this species 1s described by Simpson (1514 :889) as
fncluding:

"Ohio, Cumberland, and Tennessce Kiver Systome; soulh-
west to Arhanszas; west to Nebraska?; north in the
Mississipp! to Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.,”

Records dndicate thar this species, or specien of this conpl ex
are as widespread ags fndicated,

s



RANGE IN OHIO: This is a species which seems to Lav
disappeared from Ohfo. Sullivant (1838:10) rec
Scioto River and Sterki (1507:392) found 1t to
River and tributaries. . . Tuscarawas River.,"
its past presence in the Ohio River main stem a
River system (including the Walhonding, Tuscura
Rivers) but the only recent specimens of fresh
have come from the Muskingum River proper,
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HABI'TAT: 1n describing the habitat of Pleurcohemn coce neun mlvstss dppionsis

F.€. Buker (1928:122) said:

“Io the largest rivers on satd, gravel,
b fairly deep water with pood current VM

We have taken thils spucies on scveral occasion
Clineh River above Norrls Reservolr and Storkd

4 population in the Tuscarawas Kiver at Noew Phi
habirvat described by Baker (above) Is typical ¢
not always restricted to deep water or larpe ri
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